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correlation was marked and that in respect of intellectual
capacity the upper classes were better endowed than the lower.
This is one of the many examples of the fact that the eugenic
creed was formulated before there was adequate scientific
foundation for its articles. This is not to say that the creed was
wholly wrong; in this particular matter it seems as though
investigation would presently show some, though only a slight,
positive connexion between intelligence and social class. How-
ever, the emphasis laid by eugenists upon this article of their
creed has aroused suspicion and hostility in certain quarters.
Eugenics has been represented as an attack upon the less fortu-
nate classes, and in view of the light-hearted manner in which
exponents of eugenics preached the inferiority of the lower
social classes, it cannot be said that this description of eugenics
is without justification. In any case, premature generalizations
have aroused emotions, and the impartial discussion of the
available evidence has been made difficult.

It is the discussion of the possibility of class differences which
gets entangled with current politics; the question whether other
social groupings are characterized by inherited differences is
easier because political prejudices are not aroused. There has
been considerable investigation of such groups as the mentally
defective and the criminal from this point of view. Again no
certain results have been reached; but it is true to say that there
is a large amount of evidence going to show that for the most
part mental defectives are such owing to inferior inborn or
inherited qualities. As to criminals, it is clear that there is
more mental deficiency among them than in the community at
large; the same is true of prostitutes and of those who are known
to the Poor Law as casuals. It would therefore seem that the
social problem groups, as distinguished from the social classes,
are to a considerable extent differentiated from the rest of the
community by inferior inheritance. Thus inferior quality in a
section of the population is probably an important factor in the
production of those who constitute our social problems.

Racial differences form almost as explosive a subject for
discussion as class differences. Do races differ in quality, and